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!‘.'r A. T. X'COFNNEL. .
No. ‘II"I. _
- mﬁt prnh!.b-itaﬂ area of the com-‘n!
Mount Brisbane. settlement, decided to tender for It

HIS run was occupled by Fred-
eric and Francis Bigge ln Sep-
tember, 1841, AS Lhere were

several members of the Bigge family
who played their part in Australin, 1
shall give a few particulars of the fam-
ily. The first member that I shall write
about was Thomas Charles Bigge of
Benten House, Northumberland—who
hed three sons connected with this
sketoh. John Thomng, his third son,
born in 1780, who had previously been
Chief Justice of Trintdad, was in 1818
sent by the Colonial Oflice o inguire
into the sdministratlon of Mr. Lach-
lan Maecguarie, the Oovernor of New
Bouth Wales, J. T. Blgge wios khown
in Australla as Commissioner Bigee,
He soon had differences with the
Covernor, and considerable Iriction
ATDsE between them. Mr. Bigge muade
three reporis and several recommen-
dations, most of which were alteraards
ndopted. He returnsd to England in
1831, and died in December, 1843, Mr.
T. C. Bigges fourth son was Thuomas
Hanway, born in 1784 He was the
father of Frederic William, borm  in
1818, and Francls, born in 1820, after-
wards known (o their friends in
Queensinnd a8 “Bigge" and ULittle
Bigge." Another son was Charles Wil-
linm, who was the prandfiother of
Phlllp Mathew Bigge, who wae o well-
| known resident of Brisbane, and, with
the late Eric A'Connel, the last of
the Biggts to vwn Mount Brishane
The Iate Lord Stamiordiam, the
King's private secretary, wai a de-
scendant of Thomas Charles Bigge, of
Benton House. Frederle and Franels
Blgge came to Australis 1 the late
305, I do oot know what Frederic
did previously, but Francls was in the
Navy. They gelned some colonlal ex-
perience In New South Wales and de-
cieled to =zetile In Queensland. BSo in
August, 1841, we hear of them travei-
ling over the Dariing Downs with n
mob of cattle in search of country
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Thomas Archer describes mecting
them near Clifton, aod mentions the
energetic and lively manner of Frandls
Blgge. The Archors and Higges frav-
elled together towards the Brisbane
River, and on reaching Grandehestes
the Bilgges' catlle were held wi.dle
Frederic Bigpe looked al the country
further ahead. When he reached the
neighbourhood of Mount Brishane
which had been discoversd and Dmed
in September, 1828, by Malor Lockyer,
Mr, Bigege decided 1hil the eouilry
would sult him, and, fgnoring the
probabllity that it was within the &0-
mile prohiblted area of the conwvict
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Bhortly afterwards the prohibition was
cancelled, and the Bigees muade thelr
head stalion on Reedy Creck, aboul
two miles from its junction with the

Stanley, The lecal blacks called Reedy
Creek “Coongbochn.” meaning “clear
water,” The run was bounded on the

east by D'Aguilar Range, on the narth
by Durundur and Kilcoy, on the west
by the Mt. Brisbane Hange and Bris-
bane River (which formed the boun-
dary of Cressbrook ang Mount Esk!
and on the south Deep Creeck was the
boundary betwieen 0 ang Wivenhos,
The airea of the lease was 57,600 acres

A Cattle Run.

\IT BRISBANE was singular, as It

wiis [rst stocked with cattle. Moo
other runs had sheep on them when
formed. Sheep were alterwnrdz keph
but they did not thrive, so were dis-
ploced by eattle.  About 1850, how-
ever, Lhe Bigges imported some Saxon
| merino sheep, which were in charge ol
Andrew Wetherston, and shipped to
| Bydney In the Emerakd Isle, and {rom
| there to Brisbane in the steamer Eagle
| Bome of them were sold te Patwick
Leslie, of Canning Downes, and Wether- |
ston atrived at MY, ErL'rhunL o Rew|
Yeur'a Eve, 1850, with the balance. ThP
| hend ntal.lm wis origlnally bullt on
& fiaf, about 200 yards from the banks
jof Reedy Creek, but In 1863 a flood
| ocourred, and the water rose to the
| wall pintes of the dwelling-house. Cone-
sequently it was removed Lo A ridge |
some hundred yards sway, guite our
of [lood mark. From the pew site o
charming view of the sufrounding
mountaing s obtained, The house wad
mostly bulll of red cedar, which wus
plentiful in the district.

Horses and Bushrangers.

Blgges and their manager and
future  partner.  Mr.  Willlam
Bowman (2 son of Dr, and Ars. Bows
man, of Ravensworth, on the Hunter

River; his mother was Miss Mnrrl
Macarthiir. of OCamden, beiore  her
marriage fo Dr. Bowman), were
“horsey'"™ men. and the Mount
Brisbane horses had & great  pe.
putation m  Southerm  @ueensland,

The atud was [rended In when
Frederie Bigpe bought about 350 in
the Nepean distriet, With fifty more |
added for Kileoy, he starited with them |
for Queensiand, but when nearing
Aberdecn, his parly was stuck up by
“The Jew Boy's™ gamg of bush-|
rangers, Mr. Bigge very plucklly faced
them, armed only with a small pocke!
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A ERLET e ALl APMEES TLAF R ALY AT
them, armed only with a small pocke!

pistol, and was shol in the shoulder |
The rest of the party clearced out, arnd
the horses were spattered.  The bush-
rangers kit alzo, and {t was seme

time before Mr, Biege was found andd |
his wounds were attended to. How-
ever. he made a good rocovery. The
horses were found, and the bush- |

rangers caught and hanged Tl'l"l

|mares In the mob were mated first
with Satellitse and B8ir Charles, aml

Hebecca, by Brutendor!, who had
been tmported in 1840 by My, Roydes
to New SBouth Wales. I believe Bsilor
ran fourth in the Derby of his

He proved a splendid sire, and his
slock  were much  valued by those
lucky enough te own them. Odther

Brizhane about 1861 they ught the
stud. The cattle on Mt Brisbane
the enrly days were Shorthorns, bul
in the ‘seventies Mr, Bowman intro-
duced Hereford bulls inte the herd.
Among them was a very good bull .
named Melbourne, which had besn
bought from Mr., Hy. Barmes, of
Diranba, on the Richmond River. Mel-
bourne had been bred by Mr. William
Lyall, of Harewood, Westernport, Vie-
torie, nnd was the descendant of very
high-class Enaiish stock. He proved a
pood purchase, as he got many stock.
Mr. Bowman nlso used Dwwvong In the
herd: =0 It was of n mixed eharacter.
In 1877, the drought belngr very
gevere nt Mt Brisbane, Mr, Bowman
asked my father lo take 1300 hesd
for refief, which he kept on Durundur
for abouw!t slx months U the min
came, Cienerally the seasons wers
pood on Mt Brisbane, and 1t fatiened
hullocks quickly,

Mount Esk,

][‘I‘ Esk, nn adioining property, waa
3 bought about 1845 from Mpssrs
Seott Broe., who had taken 1t up about
1842 It had an area of about 45-
000 acres, and  joined Cresshrook on
i the north, " Heads of Cressbrook " or
NWeukinindn on the west, Wivenhoe on
ithr- south, and the Brishane River up
| o Deep Creek on the east, where 1§
| faerd Mt Brizbahe on the esstern side
|of the riyver. This run was prictics
ally surrounded by ranges, and had
some very fine fiats on the Brisbane
| River. The town of Esk iz on the old
lense, ’

| T fancy Mr. Frederie Bigge went o
| England mbout 1850, and did not re-
| turn to Australia, In 18682 he married
| B Miss Fenwlck, and died without hav-
|ing a family nbout 1888, Franecis
Bigge took much interest In publio
matters, and was In the New South
| Wiies Legislative Counecil to represent
| Southern Queersland in 1851, He alsy
| took A prominent part in the meetings
about the reténtion of the conviel sys-
tem In Queensiand, and at a meet-
| Ing held in Ipswich moved the resolu-

Fhiase  im fhe Ffasasie e veew Prsaibls

B

| Ing Leld in Ipswich moved the resolu-
| tion in it favour in very forcible
| terma. There was much friction at
that time hetween Brishane and Ips-
wich over the site for & port [or More-
| ton Boy, The Ipswich people and soms
|of the Brishane River squatfers lav-
|eured Cleveland as a port rather than
| Brisbane. Mr. Blge was much in
[ favour of Cleveland, and said that
[ * the squatters should econflhe their
| patronage to Ipswich and Cleveland,
|and wije out dirtv Brisbans. He
| did much to further the scheme, and
| Built a jetty and store, and & fipe
| residence at Cleveland, and la said to
| have spant over £10000 in the attempt.
After separation, Francls Bigge was a
member of the first Legislative Couins
eil in Queensland, He went to Eng-
Inmd in the middle of the *fiftles, and
marrled Eligabeth, the daughter of
the Rev. Thomas Ord, in 1857, He re-
turned fo Queensland in June 1858,
nnd lived principally at Cleveland,
Mr=. Froncls Bigge was s very pretiy
woman, and was consldered the bells
of the Prisbune River, They left
rueensfand again sbout the end «of
1669, nand lived in England, In iater
years st Torquay, where Mr. Bigge
(had a beantiful home named Heuna-
'p¥n, in the garden of whicth wera
growing  bunyas, gum trees, and
wittiea, Mr BHigge had glven many
Bunya ood gom plants to the Torquar
Town Counrll, which wers planted out
in public grounds, &c¢. He had a fine
eollection of Adstrallan atuffed bird-.
af whnleh he was very proud. When I
aaw him kast, In 1802, he was very in-
terested In things In Queensland, and
showed signs of his old energy. The
lnte My, Alexander Raff was his agent
In Queensland, pnd kept him informed
of all that nappened. Mrs, Blgge dled
In 1914, and Frederic Blgge in 1016,
Mr Willlam Bowman. & sor of Dr.
Bowman, of New South Wales, camn
to ML Brisbane when guite a young
man. and was made manager when
Mr. Higge went home, He married
voung lady who came out with Mrs.
Bigge In 1858, and who died only
few years fgo, Ar, Bowman died about
1830, ha met with & fatal accl-
dent when breaking voung horses o
bamess. He was widely recognised as
a fine fudee of horzeflesh.  Prios to
i death he selected f large block of
land, called Mt Byron, for his family,
wiilely 8 st A0 their possession, Two
of his sons managed M Brisbane il
ahout 1803, when the late Mr. FEric
MConnel was appointed manager. In
thit vear Mr, Ph!}rln :Hiﬁxe arrived from
Engluned, and fn 1895 he and Mr, Eric
M'Conntel leased 35000 acres of the
frechinld for 14 vearr, with the optiou
of rﬁ]urchmm. Eventually they bought
25, of it, part of whirh they sub-
divided and sold. Mr, P.M. Biftdi:ﬂ
in 1813, and Mr. Erie M'Connes ught
10,000 aeres of the land round the
homestead, on which his family stili
reside. The halanee of the country has,
I believe, been disposed of  Mr, M. P
Bigge, Mr. P. M. Bigge's only son, lives
in Brisbane.
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